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1. BY REFERENCED MESSAGE I HAVE INFORMED YOU OF UPCOMING V"'' 

ACTIONS TO MEET ALTERNATIVE TWO OF THE FORCE REQUIREMENTS EX¬ 
PRESSED EY YOU IN MAC 3385. THIS MESSAGE WILL PROVIDE YOU 
FURTHER BACKGROUND AS TO THE SITUATION HERE AND ITS IMPACT ON FORCE 
DEPLOYMENTS TO SEA. THE FOLLOWING FACTORS ARE IMPORTANT: 

A. LEAKS TO THE PRESS HAVE RESULTED IN A RASH OF 

2 OR IE S, REFLECTED IN DEBATE IN THE CONGRESS, THAT YOU HAVE ASKED 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL 206,300 TROOP AUGMENTATION. 

B. THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL OPPOSITION IN THE CONGRESS 

TO ANY FURTHER DEPLOYMENT OF FORCES TO SOUTH VIETNAM. MOREOVER, 
PROMINENT SENATORS ARE DEMANDING THAT THE PRESIDENT SEEK CONGRESS¬ 
IONAL APPROVAL BEFORE UNDERTAKING FURTHER DEPLOYMENTS 
OF U.S. TROOPS. 

C. A GREAT MANY KNOWLEDGEABLE CON GRES MEN AND NEWS 
MEDIA PERSONNEL KNOW FULL WELL THAT THE OONUS RESERVE CANNOT 
SUPPORT ANY SUBSTANTIAL ADDITIONAL DEPLOYMENT WITHOUT A CALL-UP 
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D# IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND THE 

NEWS .MEDIA WILL CRITICIZE THE ADMINISTRATION REGARDLESR OF WHAT IS 

• ♦ 

I'Du.'JE; I.E., SOME WILL CRITICIZE BECAUSE‘FURTHER DEPLOYMENTS ARE 


MADE WHILE OTHERS WIL 
SENT. 



!.:ONi THE BASIS THAT MORE WAS, 
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2. AT A MEETING AT THE WHITE HOUSE LAST NIGHT TO DISCUSS THE 
AUGMENTATION YOU REQUESTED IN MAC 33S5, THE HIGHEST AUTHORITY 
STATED THAT, IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS AND CRITICISM, HE PROPOSES 
T° S AY IN EFFECT: WESTMORELAND ASKED_FOR THESE FORCES (32,333) 

AS S OON AS POSS IBLE; THEY MERE ALL V.'E COULD REALISTICALLY GET TO 
HIM TO BOLSTER HIS COMBAT STRENGTH DURING THE NEXT THREE TO FOUR 
MONTHS. WE INTEND TO BUILD UP THE CONUS STRATEGIC RESERVE IN 

ORDER TO IMPROVE OUR OVER-ALL CAPABILITIES. ME MILL LOOK AT OTHER . . 

— - - — . -•/- 

REQUIREMENTS IF AND •.•’HEN THE SITUATION NECESSITATES. *■*-****-*■■> ‘ *; 

3. FURTHERMORE, I HAS DIRECTED TO KEEP YOU INFORMED OF THE ‘ 

STATUS OF OUR FORCES IN THE UNITED STATES SO THAT YOU 'JILL NOT 

IN FUTURE EE PLACED IN THE POSITION OF ASKING FOR SOMETHING THAT 

_.- r ^i-j&Xu.. la^c— rkc-f- 2 . 

JES NOT EXIST OR IS NOT AVAILABLE. L 

4. I WILL APPRECIATE AS ALWAYS ANY COMMENTS YOU HAY CARE TO V 

OFFER. WARM REGARDS. X 
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